8  Thursday October 13" 2022

nivelsafe

il _..;.r'

Remember to dislodge any snow stuck to your headlights so
oncoming vehicles can see you. /PIXABAY
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Every day thousands of people are on BC
roads driving for either work or personal
necessity. Our driving skills are pushed to the
limit when winter weather — fog, rain, snow and
ice make roads more hazardous.

Winter conditions can be challenging for even
the most experienced driver. A driver's chances
of being injured or killed in a crash dramatically
increase during BC's winter driving season.

Motor vehicle crashes increase during winter
months:

* In BC, the average number of crashes in

which someone is killed or injured due to

driving too fast for the conditions more than
doubles from fall to early winter — from 99 in

September to 220 in December.

* The winter months of November, December,

and January are a particularly dangerous time

for people who drive for work, with nearly 28

per cent of all work-related crashes resulting

in injury and time loss occurring during these
months.

* Northern Central — Casualty crashes
increase nearly fourfold from approximately 8
in September to 31 in December.

* Southern Interior — Casualty crashes
increase nearly fourfold from approximately
22 in September to 79 in December.

* Vancouver Island — Casualty crashes nearly
double from approximately 19 in September
to 37 in December.

Where and when are winter tires
required?

Winter tires or chains are required on most
routes in British Columbia from October 1 to
April 30th.

Why winter tires?

Winter tires provide better traction and
stopping performance than summer tires in
cold temperatures and on wet, snowy, and
icy roads. And traction may be the difference
between safely driving on winter roads and
being involved in a serious crash. Check the
wear of your winter tires before installing and
monitor tire pressure often as it can drop in
cold weather.

How Does Your Region
Compare?

* Lower Mainland - Casualty crashes
increase 48 per cent from approximately 50 in
September to 74 in December.

InPrint | Online | therockymountaingoat.com

It's a good idea to tune-up your vehicle and install and balance
your winter tires before winter weather hits. /PIXABAY

What is the legal requirement
for winter tires?

Both the all-season Mud and Snow (M+S)
tires and the 3-peaked mountain/snowflake
tires meet the legal requirements for winter
tire designation in B.C. In all cases, a winter tire
must be in good condition, with a minimum
tread depth of 3.5 mm (5/32").

Tires with a 3-peaked mountain and snowflake
symbol offer the best traction on snow, ice,
and in cold weather. They provide good winter
driving performance, especially in harsh
winter conditions. The tire industry indicates
winter tires with the 3-peaked mountain and
snowflake symbol outperform Mud and Snow
(M+S) tires at temperatures of 7°C or lower.
The natural rubber compound in these tires
helps them to stay soft and flexible in colder
temperatures.

All-season tires with the M+S (Mud and Snow)
symbol offer better traction than summer tires
and meet the minimum legal requirement for a
winter tire. But, in severe winter conditions, they
are less effective than the 3-peaked mountain
and snowflake tires.

Summer tires are not recommended for
driving between October 1 and March 31 and
chains on summer tires are not an acceptable

BN K.P. Abernathy Ltd

4km North of Valemount

« Parts, Welding, Repalrs
« Tire Sales and Service
« Forklift Service
. - Lockup Storage
. Vehicle Inspection
i, . Hydraulic Hose Press

Driving confidence, delivering excellence
Serving McBride & Valemount areas
Specializing in difficult recoveries.

250-569-7007

250-566-9131 admm@kpabernathyltd.com

READYFOR \_/_VINTER{?

Put together an emergency roadside kit!

WE CARRY:

Emergency Roadside Kits —
Collapsible Shovel
Emergency Blanket

ELEeme

[ Batteries
Handwarmers & gloves
Wooden matches

Emergency Candles

Robson Valley
Home Hardware

256 Main Street, McBride

(250) 569—2284J
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Personal and Commercial Insurance Brokers
ICBCand Driver Service Center

tel 250-566-4464
fax 250-566-4271

1222 5% Ave, Valemount, BC

Put your vehicle in the hands of

licensed mechanics
Commercial Vehicle Inspection Facility
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1021 S Frontage Rd McBride

250-569-2666
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substitute for legal winter tires on signed
B.C. highways.

Use four matched winter tires

Make sure that all four winter tires are
evenly matched in size, tread type and
depth; however — you must have at least two
matching winter tires on the primary drive
axle even when driving a 4X4 vehicle. If you
use different types of tires, it compromises
stability and could cause your vehicle to
fishtail.

Stopping distances in winter
weather

Rain, slush, snow, ice and cold
temperatures are all part of winter driving.
Stopping your passenger vehicle in these
conditions can be challenging, as your tires
have less traction on cold and often slippery
road surfaces.

Chains and other traction
devices

—

Passenger Vehicles

Passenger vehicles may use alternative
traction devices such as chains with their
winter tires. Before using these devices, test
them for performance in winter conditions.

Commercial Vehicles

If you operate a commercial vehicle and
travel outside the Greater Vancouver and
Greater Victoria areas, you are required to
carry tire chains (or other suitable traction
devices) and comply with road signage and
all traffic laws. Carriers must take steps to
ensure their drivers are prepared for winter
conditions and know when and how to
safely and properly install chains or other
approved traction devices.

Enforcement of winter tires
and chains

While winter tires are not mandatory
province-wide, they are required on a
majority of B.C. highways. Drivers without
the proper winter tires in good condition
driving on designated B.C. highways can
receive a fine of $121.
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Winter tires are mandatory on most highways outside the Lower Mainland between Oct 1stand

April 30th. Those without winter tires can face a fine of $121. /BC GOV

Quality Engine Oils
Transmission Oils
Gear Lubricants
Hydraulic Oil
Synthetics

Greases
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100% BC dwned and Operated
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399 Main St.McBride, BC
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Star iWest

PETROLEUM LTD.

Valemount Cardlock
3205 McLennan Rd | 250 -566 - 4818

Prince George Office
#101- 1024 Great St | 250-563 - 5823
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FOUR RIVERS CO-OP

[co-op} PETROLEUM

McBride Cardlock
Valemount Cardlock

Toll Free 1-866-309-2667

SUMMIT
RUTO SOA

Inquire for a quote today!

Book your interior vehicle detailing before Oct 31
Stay tuned for our NEW location in 2023!

3 250 - 566 - 5181

WWW. summltautospa ca

@summitautospa.valemount §
@summit.autospa @

= Automotive Services
= Tire Sales

= Inspection Facility
= Licensed Automotive &
= Heavy Duty Mechanics
= Diesel Engine, 4X4, and
= Snowmobile Repairs

= Welding, Lathe Work
= AllWheel Alignment

Travis Wied 945 Hwy 5 N, Valemount We offer 10%
Off for Seniors!

=== T
—i, — ;.

Don’t procrastinate!
Get your vehicle in!

250-566-8403

Time for a change?

Winter Tires available
Mount & Balance include in price
" Call for quotes & appointments
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ALPFIHE COUNTRY REMTALS 11450 Main St, Valemount, BC
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Keep Your Gas Tank Topped Up
On The Snowy Roads Ahead!
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1495 - 5" Ave, Valemount
250-566-4151
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CONDITIONS CHANGE.
SO SHOULD YOUR SPEED.

Know before you go | DriveBC.ca | ShiftintoWinter.ca
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